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1 preſent you- ien an aecoünt of t „ _— 
ſucceſs which hath attended the „„ 


_ plication of the Agaric wn: 3 
F this 1 5 I | do, not. only from . 3 
wu own. obſervation, 1 - alfo fron = 
5 3 hat of others, whoſe 3 ju agment ind = 1 
VvVoeracity you may depend on. AMS 
Alco 1 do not pretend to take „ 
| - tice of every i ingenious. performance, 2 = 
Wich hath k been already publiſhed gd 
| _ on this ſubject; Jet, as I ſhall. „ > 
RE. © fact Ex; appreh N 85 1 
„ following oblervations will be DEE. - 
* = cent for our information. Ant SEE 
3 indeed, you ſhould have heard ſooner 5 4 8 
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. 7 f Mr. — s ſucceſs in the ule'of 
the Agaric: His firſt applications, it 

"ſeems, anf ered in every ref] pet; - 
Wc: he W. pleaſed to inform the | 


public, very ſoon, with his ſucceſs: _ | 


This raiſed the hopes and expecta- 
tions of every practitioner ; and 1 


am not ſurprized you. ſhould be ſo 
deſirous of knowing what has been 


further done in this affair: But, alas! 
how great muſt your diſappointment 
be, when 1 tell you, that it is uni- 
verſally rejected; and that, after Re 
peated and numberleſs trials, it 1s 
now entirely laid aſide, as altogether 
inſufficient and unſafe ? This is very 
well known to all the ſurgeons in 
town; and I was in hopes that the 
ſame 1 which had given the 
Agaric a reputation it die not de- 
ſerve, would have been ſo kind as 
to favour the world with the many 
reaſons which muſt, long before 
now, have Wee him how little 
nee can be placed on this 


pre-. 
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; Le fy ptic, and how often, 
indeed, he has been obliged to lay 
it alide, and apply to the ligature. 
| In order, therefore, that you may 
be acquainted how the Agaric came 


do be uſed in England, and when it 


Was firſt introduced, as a ſpecific 
in ſtopping violent hæmorrhages, 
after amputation; you muſt know 
that at Paris all encouragement is 
given, and all reſpect is paid, by 
that worthy ſociety the academy of 
ſurgeons, to any gentleman of the 
faculty who propoſes a new diſco- 
very; whether the gentleman pro- 


poſing it be a member of the aca- 


demy, or not; a native or a fo- 
reigner. That, on all ſuch occaſions, 
a a deputation, or a ſelect committee, 
is immediately appointed by the a- 
cademy, to make what inquiries 
and experiments they think fit, and 
report the reſult of them; and that 
this was the method in which they 
* with reſpect to the Agaric, 
: "Mo ä 
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| whoſe virtues, or pe qualitic 
monfieur Broſſard, of Berry, had 
aver MN It was frſt tried, arid that 5 


upon an adult patient, at che bol pi-⸗ 


. 


tal of the Invalids, aſter an ampu- 


tation of the leg. It was next tried 1 
at the hoſpital of the Charity, in 8 
the preſence of monſieur Faget, 
the "fr nior ſurgeon, upon two per- 
ſons who had been overrun by. A 


waggon, and who had each of them 
one leg cruſh'd in a miſerable man- 


ner. Amputation Was perform d 


upon both theſe patients, in the 


preſence of monſieur Broſſard. A. 
ſucceſs, equal to the former, at- 
tended theſe laſt operations; : yet 


both the patients died, the firſt on 
the fifth the other on the ninth day, 
tho without any hemorrhage. The 
next accurate obſerver after mon- 
; fieur Faget was the celebrated mon- 


fic eur Morand, who made trial of 


the e wich 9% ſafety. i in the 7 
- ns | 


s 3 
n Mad, a wound 
occalioned by the point of a ſword, 
in.the bending of. — arm. Theſe 
events appearing ſo much to favour 
the ſtyptical energy of the Agaric, 
raiſed our expectations ſo high that 
every body, I believe, at that time, 
began to think, and I o.] n I was 
one of the nurnber, that we ſhould 
ſcarcely ever again bare aw al 
ſion for the ligature. | 
Thus the | ea came firſt. into | 
vogue ; and the diſcoverer of it, 


monſieur Broſſard, having acquitted L 


| himſelf. to the fatisfacion Oh oh 
academy, was. banal reward» | 

ed by the king | 
2 theſe fk trials, we hr has | 
i wiſe been favoured in the Philoſophi- 

cal Tranſactions, with the extracts of 

two letters of 0 ames Latterman, 
a a ſtudent in phyſic and ſurgery. at 
Paris, to his Fe Dr. Schloſſer in 
8 London, dated January and Febru- 

2 Re 47 53 giving. an account 2 
„ 


6 1 

the . * never- failing fuc- 
ceſs of the Agaric, in all the caſes 
where it had been applied, at the 
Hotel Dieu and la Charite hoſpi- 


tals; but as he omits to mark the 


age, conſtitution, or particular ſymp- 
toms of the ſubjects, his account 
muſt be very unſatisfactory to all 
thoſe who would form an exact judg- 
ment of this matter. And indeed 
as he is ſo incorrect in his deſcrip- 
tions, and ſo very ſanguine in his 
aſſertions, T ſhould naturally be in- 
_ clined to think that he repreſents 
things rather as he would with them 
to be, than as they really are; and 
this I have the more reaſon 10 be : 
lieve, as a gentleman who lately 

came from Paris informed me, that 

the Agaric has entirely loſt its re- 

putation there, not only in the pub- 
lic hoſpitals, but likewiſe all over 


the kingdom, on account of its ex- 


perienced inſufficiency : : and 1 am . 


iran ſtrengthened in 1 opinion N 
3 


Tt 7 1 2 
by the diſcredit it: has fo defervedly 
fallen into with us. 

Having thus ſhortly ſtated the 
progreſs of this # bg in Paris, I 
ſhall now lay before vou what bath | 
: happened i in town. 
The experiments performed. by 
our own countryman, the ingenious 
Mr. Warner, baving contributed no 
leſs to ſpread the fame of this new 
ſtyptic here, than thoſe! of meſſieurs 
Faget and Morand, already recount- 

ed, had formerly. done to give it 
vogue in France, I will lay before 
you, in his own words 3 the 
ſtate in which he found thoſe pa- 
tients unto whom he ſo ſucceſsfully 
A the Agaric. 
Mr. Warner 's firſt caſeisof a patient | 
aged fifty one, who had been long af- 
flicted with an er in his leg, whichat 
length became ſo general (occaſioned 
by an impoveriſhment of the whole 
maſs of blood, and a conſtant flow 
fever with which he had been for 


ſome 


Thy 1 
ſome time afflicted) x as to deli hs 
greateſt part of the tendons and 
muſcles, from the calf of the leg 
down to the ancle. The diſcharge 
from the wound had been for ſome 
weeks ſo exceſſive, as to reduce him 
to the greateſt extremity, and the 
- whole ſubſtances of the tibia and 
fibula appeared quite rotten for a 
conſiderable length. 

The ſecond cafe is of a very taſty 
woman, thirty-eight years of age, 
who had been afflicted for ſome 
time with a diſeaſed breaſt, which 
at length became cancerous. 'The 
baſis of the breaſt was much larger 
than common, and was complicated 
with a conſiderable ſchirrous knot, 
which extended to the arm-pit. 

Caſe the third is of a =P aged 


twelve years, who was admitted into 


the hoſpital, with a complaint in 


one of his ancles, and feet, with 
| Wthchi he had Wakes afflicted for ſotne 


time, the diſeaſe was an abſceſs in 
LEY | the _ 


"t 9 1 
the Joi nt of his ancle, and he wt 
Rc abſceſs on the upper part of | 
the fame foot, Which had diſcharg- 
"- and continued to diſcharge, - 
8 Sh as to walte His whole limb, 
to bring on an Hectic fever, and to 
render him incapable of putting his 
foot to the g ound „without giving 
exceſſive pain; Be Had very little 
appetite; and the ligaments of the 
 -- 65d foot, as well as the bones, 
Were much enlarged, and became | 
various.” > > 
Caſe PE RY is & A Rad 
88 ed fifty- four, who was adiiitted 
wes the hoſpital with a mortifica-. 
tion in his foot; Which, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding all the means uled in phy⸗ 
ie and ſurgery, for his relief, con- 
tinued to advance, till it extended 
to about two Meder above the 
joint of the Anele, where at length 
A ſtopped, after having deſtroyed | 
all the tendons, ligaments, and pe- 
Frags; Which belong to the neigh- 
ES. bouring 


Cond. 


WORE g parts. The patient was of a 

very bad habit of body, his coun- : 

tenance was fallow,., þ ais pulſe quick 
and languid; he was in a very weak 


ſtate, and bis whole maſs of blood 


greatly impoveriſhed ;. he at the 


ſame time had a mor iication in the | 
other foot, which deprived him of 
all his toes; when the mortification 
was ſeparated, and his habit of bo- 
dy improved, by proper medicines 
and time, the amputation of the 


limb was adviſed, and he conſented 
to it. 


The fifth, py; laſt caſe; is © a 
- Johns man, twenty-four years of 
age, who was admitted into the ho- 
ſpital on account of a diſeaſe i in his 
left foot: the part was much en- 
larged and inflamed ; he had a fe- 
ver; and there was a, conſiderable 
colledi ion of matter, which pointed 
on the upper and outer part of the 
foot, betwixt the extremities of the 
tibia and * the > tumour. was 


rs | 
»w med by a / cauſtic, and diſcharged 
about a t of very fœtid matter, 
8 There was a ſecond abſceſs formed 
dna the inſide of the leg under the 
'- _ tendo achillis,. which” was Ye n 
about eaten mouchs and] hg. 5 and 
2 


Ge Skirt pegs and Peel well 
for a few weeks, when he had the 
| 1 to ſtrain the fame ancle 
From the moment of the 
ond accident he became lame; 
his ancle and foot ſwelled, and his 
diſorder increaſed, for two months: 
in this ſituation he put himſelf un- 
der the care of an eminent ſurgeon. : 
The Mable terminated in an ab- 
ſceſs, and was opened by inciſion. 
This collection of matter was ſuc- 
N cCeeded 


reſtored to the 
tion of his for 


75 +; 12 LE . 
cceded by ſeveral POTEN WAY 
were. opened in the ſame manner. 
The wounds were cured in about 
eighteen weeks, and the patient was 


0 19 uſe and mo- 


on a ſudden the foot became pain- 


ful, and ſwelled again, without any 


previous accident; and ſoon after- 


warde one of the former wounds 
broke out, from whence there aroſe 
2 conſiderable fungus. . "Io. conſe · 1 


quence of the diſeaſe, the leg was 
become waſted,  he' was incapable 
of putting his foot to the ground, 5 
he reſted very little, his appetite 
was bad, his pulſe quick and low: 


the whole: ancle and foot were great- : 
ly enlarged. From theſe: circum- 

| ſtances, and all attempts to relieve | 

him having failed, it was judged 

adviſeable to amputate the limb. — 


2 have recited the above caſes 72 


Mr. Werder 8 own words, and al. 
| = 1 che 


ot: he continued 
quite well for oo months, When | 


POE ſubſets. af then. were Or Jo ed, 
you may perceive, - to the loweſt ex- 
tremity; and conſequently in a 
ſtate where danger from an hæmor- 
 Thage was not to be much appre- 
1 even altho no other ap- 
Prication had been made than that 
of dry lint and flour; but hot ol. 
1 would have been abun- 
dantly ſu fficient, in the above caſes, 
to have prevent any returning ef- 
flux of blood, from ſuch exhauſted 
ſtumps. And as to the particular 


caſe of the breaſt, let me 05 - 


that breaſts often do well without 
any other ſecurity than the common 
dreſſing. It is not uncommon, af- 
ter the extirpation of a breaſt, of 
whatever dimenſion, to meet with 
a profuſe hæmorrhage at firſt, which 
in a few moments ceaſes of: itſelf, 
and that before ſo much as any one 
veſſel has been properly ſecured. 
The largeſt breaſt I ever ſaw am- 
_ bled IN h during 


the 


5 quite ek ſo as to * 
ſurgeon no trouble of taking up any 
veſſel; nor Was there the leaſt bleed 
ing afterwand. Ic) This: indved, in io 
large a breaſt, was a rare ciroum 
Nance ; hinorrhages frequently en- 
3 2 on l ee — 


muteft artery, to „ in a treat- 
ment ſo hazardous as the above 
for you never can, in ſuch a caſe, 
unſwer to yourſelf for the conſe. 
Guendes off or _—_ after the 


5 FT 


| Had) do” Mr. Sins in oY 
wlivady-imentioned caſes, had all the 
| ſucceſs he could deſire with” the A- 
garic; yet this can never, in my 
opinion, ſufficiently warrant him to 


depend only on that way of ſecuring 
the 1 ih W in ſubjects dif- 
ferently 


| 8 diſpoſed. "os a 
| ſhould an accident happen, for in- 
ſtance, | to one in the ſummer- time, 
whoſe habit Was gro. „ and whom 
it was abfolutely "neceflary to an- 
putate above hes knee; would it 
be prudent, do you think, to truſt 
wto the Agarie of * or to any 
other ſtyptic, to prevent the femoral 
artery from bleeding again? No, 1 
am perſuaded you would act in 
a different 1 manner, and not run the 
riſæ of your pati ein 
your o.-ͤ N e dert indeed 
in ſuch a caſe as this, according to 
my information from a gentleman, 
whoſe veracity is unqueſtionable, ont 
of the greateſt advocates for the A 
_ garic, whoſe name I ſhall not men- 
| on, has been obliged, i : 
| Randing his never-failing ſucceſs, as 
he fays, in the uſe of the Agaric, 


- 3 off the dreſſings and ſecure 


all the blood veſſels, 


Wich a Need 
ad e | By 1 


| "May 


[ 1 x6 wh} - 


May 1 not Ing urge in be "om 
1 the old method, and without be 
_ offending any-body, that few ſur- 


geons in the country or on | 


rd of 
ſhips of war,” or any where elſe but 
in the public hof [pitals, have that af- 
fiſtance which is requiſite, to 'the 
uſing of Agaric with ſafety and fuc- © 


ceſs. Hp, altho' it is not likely to 


do any harm in hands ſo careful, 


and ſo prudent; as thoſe of mon- 
ſieur Faget, and Mr. Warner; yet 
were every operator to depend 1 
the efficacy of this ſtyptic as an ab- 
ſolute ſecurity Againſt any future 
bleedi ing, muſt not innumerable 


” lives: be: acrificed, and the honour 


of. the profeſſion, Fuiried ? Mr. War- | 
-ner thinks it Probable” that the A- 


63 


garic may be Alſo? advantageouſly 
uſed in ſtopping the : bleeding't From _ 
thoſe veſſels which are dividgd in the 
lateral operation. bor the? "None, as 
well as the bleeding >" fromgar any_ other 
wounded veſſel, which from their 


"04 z ; 1 * . 


4 


har, 


b 17 oY 8 
- deep WINE cannot be ſecured with 3 
| the ligature. 
Hlappy it were, if he could oblige 
the public with an account of his 
ſucceſs in ſuch caſes. I once ſaw an 
eminent ſurgeon cut a man for the 
ſtone, whoſe veſſels bled copiouſſy 
on the outſide, all of which were 
well ſecured by ligature, and the pa- 
tient ſoon put to bed; but in a few. 
hours the patient became faint, and 
died. He had ſunk under an hæ- 
morrhage ; tho we perceived it not, 
till his body was opened; there bee 
Ing no appearance of any blood ex- 
ts." I ſuſpect the cutting gor: 


get had divided a conſiderable rami- : 


fication, in paſſing into the bladder: 
for we found a great quantity of gru- 


maous blood there. Quere, whether 


Mr. Warner applies the Agaric on 
all the patients he cuts for the ſtone, 
as it was impoſſible in the above 
caſe, and indeed muſt be ſo in every 
one; to * ge whether there was or 
| would 


= 33 
- N be an internal Hadi hages. 
or not? And now, as I am on the. - 
ſubject of internal hemorrhages, 
give me leave to make A. ſmall di- 7 
greſſion, on two extraordinary ales: 
pf this nature, which have made no, E 
little noiſe in this part of the world, 
A young gentleman, who lived not 


far from Spital-fields, had been ſome - | 


ears afflicted with a {flight hernia: 
dat being of a very modeſt diſpoſi- 
tion, and unwilling to diſcover his 
infirmity, was afraid to conſult any 
gentleman of note. At laſt, how- 
ever, the youth, when juſt going to 
be married, reflected on the expe- 
diency of having ſome ſpeedy reme, 
dy applied to bs diſorder. In 9 jeſft 
of this he run over the news- papers, 
where infallible p ractitioners ehari- 
tably advertiſe {ny e e 
medicines, and boaſt their certain 
and ſpeedy cures, The young gen- 
tleman had money; and, where that 
is the caſe, a privane. affair turns of- 
ten | 


wh. 
tei to ſpecial account in le Hatids 
of theſe men of induſtry ; though 
this gentleman' 8 malady Was only a 
ſmall retutnable hernia, yet an ope- 
ration, as for a matter of a far more 
dangerous nature, was abſolutely ne- 
_relfary to produce a fee adequate to 
the pretended extraordinary benefits, 
which were to be the reſult of it. 
The patient had an intire confidence 
in the ſkill and” i integrity of his ſur- 
geon; and was particularly charmed 
with tbr circumſtance of his doing 
every thing alone, without an al- 
fiſtant or e In this manner 
therefore, was the operation per- 
formed, as for a bubonocele. The 
8 unhappy victim, an hour afterwards, 


_  "Tent'for a — who, upon viewing 


the condition he was in, and the oc 
caſion of it, honeſtly told him, he 
had played the foot with himſelf.” 
This was too true; for in fix hours 
afterwards he Mell Next day our 
operator came, attended only by an 
2 „„ D 3 - intimate - 


L. 20 wy 
intimate of kia: own, to open him. 
The friends of the — — — „ 
ever, not being ſatisfied with the ac- 
cCounnt theſe perſons gave of the caſe, 
prudently called in a ſurgeon of real 
judgment and honour, to inſpect 
the body ; who found that an ope- 
ration for the bubonocele had been 
really performed. A portion of the 
omentum had been taken away, and 
a large quantity of extravaſated 


blood was in the cavity of the ab- > 


domen. This laſt circumſtance was 
occaſioned, I ſuppoſe, by a diviſion 
of the epigaſtric artery ; which ſome 


authors ſeem to apprehend no dan- 5 


ger from, in this operation, tho 1 
mult own I cannot help ie as 
in another light. _ % 

The is i which happened at 
the other end ar the town, was al- 
moſt parallel to this in every cir- 
cumſtance; the ſubject was healthy 
and ſtrong, the caſe a ſlight hernia 
like the firſt; and, what is moſt 

* 


| 1 21 i 

;cking to relate, the ſame-unſee 
operator p — — the lame un- 
as it was nk kay expec s with n 
better ſucceſs. „ ˙· ft | | 
On this occaſion I's cannot ye, 
expreſſing the ſenſe I have of th 
obligations, which, not only the ho- 
neſt practitioners of ſurgery, but the 
public in general lie under, to Mef- 
ſieurs Serjeants Ranby and Hawkins, 
for what th 7 


y have done, and what 
they have ſuffered in endeavauring 
to maintain the honour of the 
_ culty, and in reſcuing the lives ef 
their fellow- ubjects from imminent 
dangers ; yet their e Forts in ſo lau- 
Gable an undertaking have been at- 
tended with a circumſtance ſo par- 
ticularly injurious to one 
gentlemen, that an honeſt man can- 
not reflect on it without wonder and 
: indignation, And, is it not alarm- 
ing, is it not ſhameful, that ſo ma- 
** n of pretenders to 3 
| ca 


. 
- . 
„ 
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ne of theſe „ 


her th as chis: a: among hy 
| People, find ſo muc 


encouragem ment; men in auth 


patronize them, and all ranks : 
them, for' what n man of re 

. and reputation cal ä 
yet theſe creatures, 
very thing, do in re 6 
thing but the certain 


nay it not in A. va 
hands ?: Would thoſe who — 
place their refuge in vain preten- 
ders, apply to men of character in : 
the profeſſion, many a painful ope- 
CE 1 would be avoided, and many 
„ n individual ſaved eu death. who 


a: 


* 


K. 
- 


5 the only p 
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| But, tc return — our © fubje, o our 
fend Mr. ! Malor is, as far as I know, 
Perion in this town. n 
Mr. — Who has appe 


paſſages of his ans entichink, 
© Extracts from an old Treatiſe . 2 | 
« Surgery, &c. which. he publiſhed 
ſoon after this ſuppoſed Aiypric v was 
introduced amongſt us. One f 
pa: — tall quote, after in- 


by Felix Wart: t⸗ 
in be 
lation of this old _ h, 
It is not unlikely, —— Mr. Mato 
Monſieur Broſſard took the hint 
from him of uſing and extending 
the application of theſe kind. of 
ſubſtances to thoſe great and for- 
tunate inſtances he = done; an 
vent which n muſt Procumküm tay: 5 
1 
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- 
-_ 
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EY fly; 
Pre: elt praiſe , as it is ag 
« a very wonder; in the room of a _ 
very painful method, and which 
ghumanity could only have withed, 1 
© but not have expected. :'This' 
paſſage alone is ſufficient, 1 chink, 
to prove that Mr. Maſon, had #hen 
a great opinion of. the Agaric,, or 
Monſieur Broſſard's tungus; ; but 1 
have ſince that time been fo often 


preſent with him where the Agaric 


has been ineffectually uſed, that I 5 


arm certain he is now fully convinced 
of its inſuffioiency; and is too pru- 
dent a ſurgeon to truſt to the uncer- 
eainty of this or that ſtyptic, to ſe- 
cure any large blood veſſel after any 
of the capital operations; ſuch, for 
inſtance as e above or be- 
low the knee, or taking an arm eff - 
at the articulation of the ſcapula. 
Should we, in theſe caſes, take up 
the larger veſſels, and leave only 
the minuter arteries to be ſecured by 
* * Ak theſe” ſmaller veſſels 
| ﬀ * 


cnn become 5 dilated, after the 

commencement of the ſymptomatic 
fever, that the preſſure of the Agaric, 
or its ſtyptical qualities,” whatever 
they may be, would not prove ſuffi- 
cient to ſtop ſuch a profuſe hzmor- 
| rhage. For we know that violent 

bleeding may be, and often is, the ef- 

fect of overlooking. or neglecting . 
an artery ſo very ſmall that it did 
not bleed, or even perhaps at firſt 
appear. This hæmorrhage, after 


dreſſing, is a circumſtance fo very 7 
| dreadful to the patient, and ſo trou-— 


bleſome to the operator, that it ought 


not to be hazarded. I have allo 


| ſeen meſſieurs Ford and Thornhill” 8 
letters on this ſubject, publiſhed in 
the Philoſophical Tranſactions; Mr. 
Ford, who has made uſe of the A- 
garic, candidly attributes its ſucceſs 
do its texture, rather than to any 
ſtypticity in it; and gives an inſtance 
f * * _ the Ang vinofus 3 in- 


* This is to be met K unh on old Caſks i in wine 
E - vaults; 


* os 1 | 

ſtead of the Agaric, and that Oh as 
much ſucceſs. Here then we ſee a 
ſecond ſubſtance equal in merit with 
the Agaric in Ropping any hem 85 
rhage after capital operations. 

But be this as it may, pre 
| men will certainly be very caution 
in truſting either of them in danger- 
ous 8 . T BOEING: Jormps: e 


N es inje d ir we- 
rus; all which he oo n — f 
perienced. But with the utmoſ re- 
pect to this very ſanguine gentle- 

man, who is ſo warm in his own o- 

pinion 46 to tax with a narrow ſelf=' 

7h way of thinking. every ran who. 

Ars, from. bim, I = he will 

RFA me leave to bee chat bar- 


: x «hh * 5 


rus od could we get I 4 4 ee is 
on the Florence calls, it * perhaps een 


| much better. 


3 


ig Sweets -d a : favourabl, e opini- 
on of the Agaric, he might very 
well attribute to that an effect, in the 
female caſe eſpecially, which pro- 
ue from another cauſe. „ 
And 1 on I am at a lofs to 
conceive, in what manner this A- 
garic was injected ; for as the moſt 
languine advocates of this fimple 
agree, that its great virtue conſiſts in 
A its ſpecific texture, they mult neceſ- 
___-farily allow that it cannot be diſ- 
1 compounded without loſing all pre- 
tenſions to its ſtyptical efficacy: 1455 
ten can it be ſuppoſed to have any 
effect when in decoction, infuſion, 
or tincture? And I. hope he will 
likewiſe give me leave to obſerve, 
that we are in no want of ſtyptics; = 
and yet I believe it would be locked 
| as a dangerous practice to in- 
a of He eee any kind I 
of injection how. mild ſoever, into 1:14 
the uterus in an immoderate flux of 7 
the menſes, or 2 * and that 


1 283 


on many accounts. If ** is a ” IM 
_ reign body in the uterus, the diſ- 
charge 1 it ſhould be encouraged; bs 
and 8 5 is no occaſion for any 
: ſtyptical injection, where the delivery. 
is compleat ; nor any danger. of 
an hzmorchage after the fœtus and 
placenta are properly extracted; 
for the womb, by its own natural 
cContraction, will do all that buſineſs 5 
of itſelf, without any foreign aid. 
Appearanees ſometimes, eſpecially i in 
matters of this ſort, are very equivo- 
cal; and we may eafily miſtake the 
| cauſes and effect of 54 merely 
| becauſe theſe happen tobe coincident, | 
The miller, who had his arm torn 
off, is remembered by every body; 
more conſiderable blood vellels were 
upon that occaſion ruptured, than 
perhaps in any caſe whatever taken 
notice of by the advocates of the 
Agaric. feedings of the moſt pro- 
fuſe kind might have been 3 5 
from it; and yet, either n an 


Extra- a 


1 | 
| Ae twiſting of a n 


veſſels, or their having ſhrunk more 
than uſual within the muſcles, this 


almoſt unparallelled wound was at- 


tended with a very inconſiderable 
hæmorrahage, nor needed any other 
dreſſing, than that of lint and 
flour alliſted by a little warm ol. 
tereb. But had the Agaric in this 
inſtance chanced to had, been ap- 
plied, what honours and reputation 
would it not have gained on this 
occaſion, and how! many reaſons 
might not a fertile brain have de- 
viſed to account for this great and 
unheard- of ſanative virtue 

The ingenious Mr. Andrews, fas . 
geon to the Duke, informed me, that 
His Royal Highneſs hearing of the 
good ſucceſs with which the Agaric 
had been uſed in one of our public 
hoſpitals, was pleaſed to order ſome 
trials to be made, of it under his own 
inſpection, on brute ſubjects. To this 
end ſome of Mr. W: arner's Agaric 


was 


Gy 


_ . Duke's preſence, on two or three 
eolts, which had been docked for the 
purpoſe. Had the Agaric ſucceeded 

in theſe inſlances, where the divided 
arteries. were few and ſmall 
where it muſt abſolutely have an- 
ſwered had it been endued with any 


3 very Abel Af Jas experiments 
were oP ER made with it, in the 


and 


virtue at all; his Royal Highnefs, 


attentive to every thing in any way 


aducive to the welfare of man- 


kind, deſigne ed ſome farther ex 
ments. "Pas as an abſolute Ker. 
pointment attended the firſt trial, it 
was in vain to E. any farther. 


I beg leave here to obſerve, that 


were the Agaric even capable of ſup- 
preſſing an hæmorrhage in a horſe, 
yet this ought hardly to induce us 
to expect the ſame effect from it on 
its application to the human ſpecies; 
for the arteries of a horſe are more 
minute, and its blood more gru- 


„„ mous, 


h Can? | 
me, than chat of the human 


We leewite "ab chanichy gent! 
me of the academy of ſurgeons a at 
Paris objected to any conſequence 
being drawn from the 
of. Able on brutes; becauſe, ſay 
they, in many animals, as in dogs 
particularly, the great arterties top 
of their own accord; and rarely 
any dogs die from an hemorrhage, 
their blood being more diſpoſed to 
congeal, ad by that means _ 
the . ene this may like wiſe 
be ſaid of horſes, © And ſurely if the 
Agaric was found inſufficient to 
the bleeding upon docking, notwinhs 
ſtanding the great eaſe wah which 
our farriers do it every day, it will 
follow, that the 3 muſt have 
ſtill leſs effect upon the human ſpe- 
cles, where there is not that great 
and natural diſpoſition - to. healing, 
and where the 2 is generally 
more attenuated, and the arteries 


— ſtronger 3 


er 


good effect? 


— wtf 


A 
The advocates for Agaric inſi- 
nuate, as I am told, that it is pre- 


ventive of that truely terrible ſymp- 
tom, the locked jaw; a ſymptom; 

which they, it ſeems, attribute great- 
Iy to the uſe of the needle and liga- 


ture. Now, tho' a locked j jaw may : 
be ſubſequent to the ligature, it does 
not follow that it is a conſequence 


of it. T hat ſatal oo ws, ae 


on ſeveral other occa „ 
I lately had a man under my 


* for alight contuſion on the 


exterior ancle; who, when he was 
ſo far recovered of this hurt as to be 


b able to go out of the hoſpital, was 


ſeized with this diſorder; and, not- 


; withſtanding - the aſſiſtance of two 


eminent Phyficians, died of it the 
next day. I have known it enſue 
upon licht lacerations, inciſions, 


and even upon a burn. Horſes are 


very liable to it, eſpecially on dock 
ing; as I have been informed by fe- 
veral gentlemen, who loſt thei in 
rer. — 

3 


wa T0 lat 5 Shes pretenſions of 
the like kind in favour of the Aparic, 
together with the ſucceſs aſcribed Wn 
it by the ſeveral ingenious gentle- 
men already named, excited the pub- 
lic attention, and engaged many of 
he moſt ſkilful | ſurgeons in this 
to have recourſe to it. But 
wi what ſucceſs it was employed, 
leave you to collect from the fol- 
lowing . 
The firſt ingenious gentleman, 
who gave it a fair trial, but whoſe 
name 5 have not leave to mention, 
tho the caſe be known to moſt of 
the faculty in town, amputated a 
_— s leg in one of our public 
hoſpitals, and finiſhed the operation 
55 ſome. of that Agaric, Which 
Was ſent as a ſpecimen to the Royal 
3 the patient died in Tc 
than fix hours after the application 
of the Agaric, of an hæmorrhage 
_ 0 elle. | - 


2 


„ 
Some time aſter, a. * in St. 
James 's-ſtreet, had a ſchirrous Sa fi 


taken off by the ſame ſurgeon. Of 
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this I have been informed by the gen- 
tleman in whoſe care ſhe was left. A- 
garic alone was uſed as the means of 
ſtopping the veſſels; but in a few 
hours after the operator had left 
her, a violent effuſion of blood ſuc- 
ceeded, which could not be effec- 
tually ſtopped, but by actually ſe- 
curing the veſſels with the — 58 ; 


and ligature. N This was done in the 


operator's abſence, and before he 
could return to hs lady's 3 5 
and ſhe was perfectly cured. 

In two amputations I ſaw, one a- 
bove, and the other below the knee, 
the muſcles were ſo tender from 
abſceſſes, that it was thou ght ad- 


viſeable either to try the Agaric, or 


to uſe the actual cautery; but as the 
la i is a cruel and uncertain method, 


fer. when uſed, it only yields — _ 


246 1 a few eye the 1 was 


* 


2% 


- applied ; 15 and altho the. e pre- 
den were taken, as are mention- 
ed by the moſt ſanguine advocates : 
for this ſpecific, both the patients 
died of an hæmorrhage. 
I have often made uſe of the A- : 
: garic* but with no better ſucceſs (in 
ſmall operations) ſuch as that of the 
temporal artery being partly divided, 
and have frequently ſeen my brother 
ſurgeons, after amputating ſome part 
of the extremities of a human bo- 
dy, apply the Agaric without ob- 


1 = 


| taining any other advantage, than 


what would have followed the appli- : 


cation ok the 11 nds vinoſus, LT 
1 F U To 


* When of this e may be got in Eng- 
land, eſpecially at this time, when oak is cut doun 


in ſuch quantities for ſhip-building. 1 had ſome . 


very fine from the New Foreſt in Hampſhire, 


and the county of Suſſex; and indeed moſt other 
counties ſupply enough of it, and as good as can 


be deſired. It having been ſuggeſted, that our 
- Britiſh Agaric was inferiour in virtue to the fo- 
reign, I procured Agaric from ſeveral parts a- 
broad, but can difcern no ſu perior e in the 
foreign. | | 
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To obviate the © jection, that che 
Agaric which I uſed or 'faw. uſed, 


T in the caſes above-mentioned, may, - 
not have been equal to that Which 
. _-other gentlemen uſed in fimilar OC- 

cCaſions; let me ſubjoin 4 caſe Or 
two more. ; 


The 1 ingenious Mr. Belcher, « one 


gave to Mr. Grindall, one o the 
ſurgeons of the Eondan Hoſpital, i - 


quantity of what has been allowed 
to be the very beſt Agaric; Mr. 
Grindall put it to as fair a trial as 


could be wiſhed; and, at the ſame 


time, favoured me with ſome of it 
to uſe on a poor man, who now lives, 

I think, with Mr. Debonnaire, at 

2 Bromley by Bow. We both of us 
Maid, with our reſpective patients, 
almoſt a whole day, without per- 
ceiving the leaſt advantage from the 
Agarie; the ligature was afterwards 


; ew to both, and they did 4 wel... 


TTY 
I have often ſeen Mr. Ribolicre 
| and Mr. Thompſon, both ſurgeons 
to the London Hoſpital, give this 
fancied ſpecific all the trials any 


- perſon 3 is an advocate for it 


could deſire, and that without the 
| leaſt. benefit to the patient. 
I ſhall juſt p00 one col more, — 
: as the perſon upon whom the opera- 
tion was performed, was afterwards 
under the care of Mr. Paul, an emi- 
nent ſurgeon at St, Thomas's. This 

perſon, who was a patient of Mr. 


_ _ Chapman's, a ſurgeon at Rotherhith, 


had cut himſelf on-the internal an 
with an adze; the wound had been 
healed, but had broke out again; 
with this remarkable ciroumfiance, 5 
that during twenty- four hours, be- 
fore I faw him, ſuch a conſiderable. 
quantity of blood had been loſt as 
reduced him very low, and obliged _ 
the ſurgeon to os the tourniquet. A- 
gatic being then in repute, the gen- 
tlemen requeſted me to try whether 
„ that 


* would effectually top he bleed 
ing; and, having Greed ſorts with 
me, I applied what I thought the 

beſt : I ſtaid almoſt all the after- 
noon with him, without perceiving 
any ſucceſs from it; before I took 

my leave, I attempted the needle 
and ligature, hoping by that means 
to have ſecured the veſſel, but was 
diſappointed: for when I came” to 
tie the parts, they were ſo tender, 
that they would not bear the 1 
ture. "This method failing, I had 
_ recourſe to warm ol. tereb. with lint, 
flour, &c. and a tight bandage to 
Fe them on; and, for fear of 
any accident, I put on the tour- 
niquet, before I-took my leave, ad- 
viling to ſend the patient, when able 
to bear the fatigue of it, to the near- 
eſt hoſpital He was accordingly 
moved to St. Thomas's, where, un- 
der the care of Mr. Paul aforeſaid, 
he was perfectly cured; and, if 1 
am 1 nen, che 2922 | 
; or- 


| 1 1 
formerly applied continued on er 
ſome days. 
Theſe are the 8 1 e A the 
 fallibility: of the Agaric, out of a 
great many that have come to my 
knowledge, which I thought proper 
to ſend you. I could have length- 
ened this letter conſiderably, - had, I 
deſcended to relate to you every ar- 
| tifice which has been uſed to ſup- 
port its eredit, and that with ſo great 
a degree of partiality that I decline 
the mentioning ' of them, leſt it 
ſhould. be thought in me invidious 
and reflecting :- but how ungenerous 
was this proceeding, in thoſe who 
were willing by theſe means to con- 
tinue to impoſe on mankind, I leave 
you to judge! I am ſenſible, that 
what I have often ſaid on this ſub- 
; ject muſt naturally have drawn on 
me the ill-will, not to ſay the ha- 
tred, of ſome people; but, as I de- 
ſire 1 but the publie e * 
AT 10 have other view. in tha 
ſervice 
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ſervice * my country, 1 deſire you 
will be pleaſed to communicate this 
letter to all your phyſical acquaint- 
-ance ; nay, even to print it, if you 
pleaſe: for tho I am ſenſible, how . 
unequal I am to appear in print, yet 
as I ſhudder to think what miſchief 
the uſe of Agaric may be productive 
of in practice, and how many k brave 
people may loſe their lives merely | 
on its account, I had rather be cri- 
ticiſed for want of ſtyle or method, 
than to ſit tamely ſtill, and hear of N 
the diſaſters produced by the depen- 
dance on this generally ineffectual | 
ſimple; and hope, that ſuch as may 
be inclined to anſwer this letter, and 
to ſupport the credit of Agaric a- 
gainſt what I have ſaid to leſſen it, 
will be fo kind to aſſure the work; 
that the tourniquet has not been 
continued upon the ſtump a much 
greater time than is uſual after am- 
putation; whether even the ſtumps 
227 not often on this occaſion, not 
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b. N livid but alſo N gan- 
grened, to the no ſmall addition of 
pain and danger to the patient: whe- 
ther partial compreſſes have not been 
applied and tightly bound on the 

courſe of the artery, as far as could 
be done, in order to prevent che ef- 


flux of blood, and whether after al! 


theſe and other chideaveine they have 
not been obliged to come to the 
ligature at laſt? I will not fo ppoſe 
that any died for want of it; but if 
the operator or ſome ſki ful perſon 
was not at hand, it muſt have been 
the natural conſequence. OB 
WMere I to relate every inſtance af 
44 ich T have been credibly inform- 
ed, wherein many oth) beſides 
thoſe already taken notice of, have 
' been deceived in their expectations 
from the agaric, it would carry me 
far beyond the limits of a letter. 
Had the virtue of this ſtyptic been 
| adequate to our r firſt ſanguine wiſhes 
| GG :- = ens 


Ta} 

and hopes, ſure I am, every « one of 
the profeſſion would have rejoiced | 
at the acquiſition of ſo invaluable a 
. remedy, and adopted moſt gladly 
ſo ſecure and eaſy a method of treat- 


ing their patients, inſtead of the 


acutely painful one of the needle 
and ligature. Moſt happy ſhould 
I in particular think myſelf, could 
I find out a way of ſtopping ef- 
fectually the hæmorrhage, after am- 
putation, without occaſioning that 
miſery, which attends the common 
method of taking up the veſſels. 
What firſt determined me to be 
more particular in my obſervations, 
in relation to the Agaric, was a well- 
timed pamphlet, publiſhed by an 
ingenious ſurgeon of the navy, one 
Mr. Henry Parker, who lately lived 
at Sandwich in Kent; and who at 
that time, tho he candidly acknow- 
ledges, he had not had an oppor- 
tunity to try it, carneſtly Tecom- 
mends 


mends to every practitioner to be 
on his guard, and not to truſt to 
this new remedy, farther than was 
warranted by undoubted and re- 
peated obſervations. Theſe I have 
carefully made; and as my ſitua- 
tion gave me frequent opportunities 
which Mr. Parker had not, I thought 
it my duty to publiſh them, in or- 
der to prove from facts, the inſuf- 
ficiency of the Agaric, | which: Mr. 
Parker, from his great knowledge 
of the human ſtructure, and of me- 
dicines, had already, with ſo much 
judgment, ſuſpected. My opinion 
therefore is, that tho the Agaric 
may have ſucceeded ſometimes, yet 
this ſucceſs cannot ſufficiently war- 
rant any future confidence in it, as 
the few inſtances we have of its 064 
ing any ſervice was on ſubjects whoſe 
conſtitutions were much impaired 
by illneſs, or ulcers of long ſtand- 
ing; " "fuck as Were thoſe whoſe caſes 
% 


a} 


are Ce 4 by Mr. Warner; and, 5 


if J miſtake not, thoſe of Paris, wha 


muſt have been in nearly the ſame _ 


_ circumſtances, if we conſider the 
effects which the Agaric has pro- 


| duced with us in England. And 19 
I have from repeated trials, « Rn 


of which I have given you as above, 


been fully confirmed in this opi- 


nion and convinced of its inſuffici- 


ency, and can aſſure you that if an 


impartial regiſter had been kept, : 
| Wherever it was uſed, it would 


clearly appear that if it ſucceeded 


once, it fail'd at leaſt ten times; 


and that with this melancholy 48 s 
gravation, that where it failed it of- 


ten was productive of death. Why 


then, ſince this is the caſe, is it not 


the duty of every one who is ac- 


| quainted with theſe facts to endea- 


vour to guard the public againſt an 


_ over-weening fondneſs for what may 


on ſo many occaſions prove fatal? 


per- 


des 


— F483 
perſonal regards ought. fucely to give 5 
place in a point of ſo much import · 
ance. But whilſt I am an advocate: for 
the needle and ligature, and againſt 
truſting to the Agaric of the oak, 


or any other ſtyptical fungus, for pre- 


venting violent bleedings from "y 
conſiderable arteries; I freely ac- 
knowledge that in applying the k | 
gature ſeveral diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances occur: ſuch as violent pain 
at the firſt tying of the veſſels, and 
abſceſſes occaſioned by the threads 
uſed in tying, which generally re- 
tard the healing of the ſtump. Yet 
were there an accident to happen to 
myſelf in perfect health, which ob- 
liged me to undergo an amputation 
above or below the knee; I would 
rather ſubmit to the method uſed by 
the people on the African coaſt, tho 
really a cruel one, than truſt to the 
Agaric for ſecuring the blood - veſſels. 
The tA: uſed in Africa is this: 
— Whew 


£463: 


When any ſuch operation as I have : 
mentioned is to be performed, they - 
take a ſheep or a goat, and ſkin it; 
a ſufficient quantity of boiling pitch - 
is alſo prepared and ſet near the o- 
perator, and when he has divided 
the muſcles and bones of the limb 
to be lopt, they cut off rather more 
of the ſkin of the beaſt than will 
cover the wound, and pouring the 
boiling pitch upon it, inſtantly apply 
it to the ſtump 3 an there it con- 
tinues till all is well. | 
This is, as I have ſaid ready, 4 
very cruel method, and what, by no 
means, I would reconiuehd, But 
were not the ligature to be had, I 
repeat it again, my choice would be 
the African treatment, rather than 
the Agaric: by the former 1 might, 
tho' tormented, recover; but the 
conſequence of the latter bows 
prove inevitable death. _ 
I have already obſerved in the be- 
ginning of this 3 and hope 1 
| ſhall 


4 1 


: ſhall be excuſed, if I MY it a- : . 
gain; that as the good ſucceſs which 


0 the firſt trials of the A- 


garic has alone been publiſhed to 
the world, whereby many of the ſur- 


geons in our fleets or army may be 


induced to uſe it on account of its 


being a more tender treatment, and 


alſo much eaſier, and of greater diſ- 


patch, than the ligature in the hur- 


ry of action; it gave me not a little 


pain to ſee that there was not the 
ſame readineſs in acquainting the - 


public, how often and in what caſes 
the Agaric had failed: and yet I 


| appeal to you, whether it was not 


ſtrictly the duty of every one Who 


: had by any means helped to pro- 


mote a confidence in a remedy which 
he was now convinced, by his own 
experience, it no longer deſerved, 


at a time eſpecially when ſo many 


thouſands of our ſellow - ſubjects are 


N expoſing themſelves to every 


danger 
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danger of war, for the ge 
ſäafety of their country, and conſe- 
quently at a time when the 3 
opinion of this deceitful remedy 
muſt naturall occaſion a frequent 
uſe of it, to the great detriment of 
choſe brave people who deſerve eve 
ching from us that can be done to 
fave them. The firſt a 
deed was kind and charitable, and 
calculated, no doubt, merely for 
the ſake of the public: a new re- 
medy, which was thought on many | 
accounts preferable to the old me- 
thod, was found out; and it was ge- 
nerous to acquaint the world With 
every circumſtance relating to it: but 
as on farther trials I had often 
proved unſucceſsful, why ſhould 
not the public be told of this like 
wile? would it not have been as 
kind and charitable, nay would it 
not have been more ſo, as it is evi- 
dent that a too great confidence in 
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. has n ee $i SY necef- ; ; 
| farily very often, be Producte of 


death itſelf? 
taking notice of 


notion which too many people en- 


tertain, Thar they cannot oblige the 
public more, than by giving them 

an account of their ſurpriſing and 
almoſt miraculous cures; when, on 


the contrary, it were to be wiſhed 


that they would rather acquaint us 


where they have unexpectedly fail'd : 


and as a ſea-chart can no ways be 


eſteemed complete, unleſs it con- 
tains an accurate deſcription of 


every rock an 


| wiſe an author ſhould take car to 
relate impartially every circumſtance 


which can any way contribute to 


the improvement of the art, and 
acquaint us equally with the bad as 
wn 2 as with the good & We he has 


LAS 


I cannot finiſh this letter with. J 
_ an unhappy 


# nd ſhoal which makes 
: its navigation dangerous; - ſo like - 
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